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The Bad of the Confederate Navy. 

Jt miay be permitted to. assume that, with 
the destraction of the flotilla at Memphis, by 
Col. Eunzr’s fleet of rams, the last batch of 
‘yebel floating things has been finally done for. 
ple all the accounts we have received of Con- 
ifederate fleets be true, we should certainly 
‘have to credjt-them with a naval activity per- 
fectly unexampled. Some individual, of a sta- 
‘tistical turn of mind, would do the State a 
iservice to. sum’ up the gross total of ‘the 
Bayne npecns ynetion seven rams,” and the 

“thirteen: ifon-clads” that have figured at 
‘nearly every point we have gone to. Those 
rebel fleetg seem to possess the elastic vitality 
of Odin’s warriors in Valhalla, who, though 
slain outright every.morning, returned each 
‘} night to drink mead from the, skulls of their 
enemies. 


Bat if some of these have been only fleets 
in buckram, it still remains true that the reb- 
éls have made a brave show- with what naval 
force they were able either to-steal at the out- 
break of the war, or to improvise since then. 
With the ram Manassas at the head.of-the, 
Passes of the Mississippi many months ago, 
they foreshadowed the important part that po- 
tent instrument is destined to play -in naval 
wariare, just as at the battle in Hampton 
Roads the. Merrimac xang the death-knell of 
wooden walls. In the waters of Albemarle 
Sound they disputed our possession of Roa. 
noke Isiend with a respectable flotilla of a 
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our fleet. More recently they” 
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from the military history of the past year; that 
he was exactly describing the character of 
his own people. 

When, now, the rebels aver. that. if-their 
armies should be overthrown in the field, they 
will retire to the mountains and there fight. as 


‘long as a:man is leftulive ;> when Jzrr: Davis 


asserts, as he did tle other day; that even if 
he should be forced to-evacuate Richmond, he 
would'still wage war in’ Virginia for twenty 
years ; nobody puts any particular stress upon 
the words, or regards them as anything more 
than a part of that braggadocio of which we 
have heard ‘so much. If all-the previous 
gasconade has ended in Wind’ aiid noise, why 
may not’this also find a like: termination? 
There is not a shadow of doubt that it will. 

, Still, the signs ‘of the times in the Soutti, the 
late army movements there,and the spirit of 
the rebels, all indicate that military resistance 
to the National arms is likely to continue for 
anine tiie yet, even in évent’ that. the: rebel 

nia is overthrown, or is ‘com: 


that-his army still musters- slighty Read 
strong... This is a very formidable body, cer- 
tainly; and though we believe that Gen. Haz- 
LEck’s force exceeds it in numbers, yet, judg- 
ing by - the - past, it is apparent. «that 
if Bxravureanpn..makes a stand behind 
earthworks and intrencliments at ' Oko- 
lona; ~ it . wilh take ~~ some time to 
drive him out. But it can bardly be: con- 
ceived that he will stay there for any length 
of time. Okolona is a point of no strategic 
value. It defends nothing. He cannot from 
there prevent our advance through Missis- 
sippi by the Central. Railroad, to its .west- 
ward; he Gannot’ prevent our gunboats 
penetrating to ‘the. very. heart of Alabama, 


‘to: its eastward; and from these two. di- 
» rections, 


he. could be” easily, speedily, 
and completely isolated, and cut off from 
connection with the seaboard. Slave States, 
which are now. the only.rebel: States worth 
trying to defend: Besides, that section of 
Mississippi in which Okolona is:situated is 
about the poorest food-producing region in 
the Southern States—a region where eight 
thousand, much less eighty thousand, men 
could not.obtain, subsistence for & month, 

By crossing ‘the State of Alabama into 
Georgia, however—and in doing this Brauzs- 
‘Garp will lose little more. than he has already 
lost.by the retreat. from Corinth—the. rebel 
army will come into’a fat country, populous, 
strong in its natural defences, well covered 
with railroads, and where it can codperate 
with what may remain of the. Virginia rebel 
army after the latter is driven out of that 
State. 

We say that we regard it impossible: that 
Bsavuraarp.and his. army should remain for 
‘any lengthof time in the State of Mississippi. 
‘86; any one who observes the river system of 
Alabama, and notices-how much of that State 
is controlled by Gen, Mrrouets, will .see that 
he.canaot halt there much. longer than see 
be’ necessary for the transit of his troops. If 
hetake refuge—as the rebels{have all along 
Aeclared they would do, when driven te the 


} wall, among. the. hills, and behind the 


natura) strongholds of the Southern Seaboard 


| States, it will change entiely the aspect and 
found | the range of Gen. Hatixox’s operations: A. 
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; . to. the members: Votunt 

| of. his ‘own: Gevatenindt. Cat will tare: 

jan important infinence — if not..on their, 
‘their ‘views t 


| ican affairs: With “¥egard to the action’ 
of the British Government we have no 6cta- 


sion to complain : pesca th bea 
attitude of neutrality, and it has honestly and 
unswervingly adhered to.that neutrality. But: 
we have not thé same satisfaction with the’ 


views of the’ members of that Government. 
touching our affairs. .. From the.time that Earl | 


Rousseit, Her Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign | 
Affairs, formulated his theory of the American ’ 
contest as a“ struggle for empire on the one. 
hand and. for power on the other,” down to: 
the late. strangély perverse. speech. of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Giapstone,— : 
the British official thind appears to have viewed | ' 
the American war through a false medium or 
from an angle of vision that has peaintenty 
distorted the true relations of things. 

We assume that Lord- Lyons has wobenly:| 
the ability but dlso the disposition to rectify 
these misconceptions, and that in his femiliar. 
converse with the members of his own Gov- 
érnment.he can do much towafd imparting a 
more, enlarged appreciation of; the: American 
question. . His diplomatic papers; which were 
laid before Parliament in @ Blae Book at the 
opening .of the, present session, and from 
which; it*may*be rememtered, we published 
very copious selections at the time, evinced 
in & high degree the candid, enlightened and 
liberal: view taken by the British Minister, 
both before and. since. the outbreak, of the re- 
bellian, and during: its*-whiole “course,” It #* 
is not .too.much..-to » say that, 


has won-him general. respect and esteem 
Ca to which. he isthe accredited | 
dor; and should he, ‘on: his “return; 
ib pewulat, by. some new. royal jfavor,:.we in 
Famarion. whore Republican institutions ex- 
clade stich: honors, would still feel-it to be 
well mérited' by one who has borne himself 
wisely and discreetly in the conduct‘of some 
very difficult. and delicate affairs. 

Itis possible, however, for Lerd Lrons to 
turn his visit to England to a still more-im- 
portant account. He leaves thé United States 
at a time when the waning proportions of the 
Rebellion make it very evident, even tothe 
most prejudiced eye, that it is a doomed and 
already practically dead cause. No one knows 
this more thoroughly than the Britieh Minis 
ter, and no one appreciates more thoroughly 
than he the kind of support which the Richmond 
usurpers still receive from their recognition as 
belligerents by Great Britain and the other na- 
tions of Europe. We submit to him whether it 
is not now his duty to urge én his Government 
a@ revocation of its recognition of the “so-called 
Confederate States” as belligerents. It must 
by this time be evident to the British Govern- 
ment that a restoration of commencial rela- 
tions hangs on the success of the Union cause, 
This measure would, more than anything it 
could possibly do, -hasten. this. result, . The 

recognition was a. mistake originally: “let. | 
England: hasten to rectify it -by withdrawing 
her countenance from those whom she must 
now. see to be not only rebels, but unsuccéss- 
Sud rebels. 


Ress. Perrivy asp Cor. Corcozan.—tit is 
now pretty evident that the Richmond author- 
ities, in their sham negotiations for. the re- 
leasé of Col. Concoran, have been simply ez- 
permenting with .the . Government. . They 
have annexed half a.dozen different eondi- 
tions for his release—each of which -bas:} 
been accceded to at Washington, and each of | 
which, when granted, they have perfidi- 
ously shuffled off. Their last condition was 
that the ptivateersmen * should ‘be--given 


up... This‘was an exacting: demand. Dhese | 


men, are, under our laws, pirates and felons: 
and not 6 fair exchange for prisoners of war 
Our ‘Government was, however, exceedirigly 


‘anxious to secure the liberation of the . gallant}: 
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‘The Seward-Lyons treaty, for the smi a 


gated. Itis to remiain in fu) foree for | term of 


tn yours. Intrctons or he stipe of the, Uaied | toon 


States and British. navies, and regulations for the 
mixed Courts of Justice accompany the publication. 

The President has sent message to Congress say- 
ing that it is desirable that such legislation as may 


be necessary to carry.the Seward-Lyons Treaty, for — 


the suppression of the Siave-trade, into effect,fahail be 

- enacted as soon as may comport with the convenience 

of Congress. 

| SHE ISLAND OF ST. CROIX—A DEPOT FOR RECAP- 
TURED AFRICANS. 

Col. Rasuorv, Chargé @ Affaires of Denmark, has 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of State upon the 
subject of the advantages offered by the Island of St 
Croix for the employment of persons of this cousitry 


of. African extraction, and negroes found on board}. corresponiien 
vessels captured by-our cruisers. Pegaso asin °F ams 





8a. ay ANE want of 
she laker tak hastaaiien “he Untied sta 
into @ convention whereby 





tion may be placed fava Pahasenr yp wg th 
Governments. ir 


tee of the two 

The Governor of the Danish West Indies has also 
appointed a specia) agent, who ‘has arrived in ‘this 
country, to make the necessary arrangements. Free 
transportation..is offered: to. all. who will engage to 
labor on the sugar plantations for three-years,-at the 
same compensation as given to the native population, 
Recaptured Africans, however, being semi-savages, 
must undergo apprenticeship, 


Secretary Szwaxp, replying, says thet he is ‘not au- one 


thorized to accept the proposition at this time for 
, Convention, as ee of recaptured Africans 
| is now prescribed by law. 
pow aceon 
legisiation on the subject as 
ree Banton econnaaiee He has 


the wishes 
copies 


of the correspondence to the Chairman of the Judi- 5 


<*> 


clary Committee in each House of Congress. 


furnished would be entirely satisfactory from a Chris- 
‘tian and humane polat of view, and would, moreover, | 
ee Oi hen bosuctentcnee oral. 

sibility, and from the very large expenses. ch, Mf he 


soidier, strained a point of ‘law and aeceded |. 
te the demand. The privateersmen, accord>’ 


ingly, were sent up to City. Point, where our 
flag of trace and accompanying officers waited 


some. days, till... yee fie re re | 


| there was really” oe een intention of re- 
Col. Conconas, and they returned ‘to: 


& vain 


‘Fortress Monroe. 


an exchange of Gen, BUcxxn for Gen. Pazs- | 
4 188; but make Col. Corcoran's release condi. 


tional on this exchange ! Their previous snc- 4 *2Y* 
cesses have made them insolent—ihey wish 
to see to what: length they py base rs et 


' age He is a deep-dyed, ¢ 
‘eonscious. 


traitor—one of those _ 


othe country desires to have hel at 
ag fee oh gengen ogre 
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Cob. Ras.orr, in. response, says the plan he had | 
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